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Explosive Ordnance Disposal

EOD

Bomb Squad

Bomb Disposal Team

Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Team members are known by many names but the goal and mission remains the same:

  To disarm and dispose of unexploded ordnance delivered or placed by enemy forces.  In addition, EOD must be able to “render safe” US ordnance made dangerous by incident, accident or other circumstance.  EOD technicians are also obligated to use their special expertise to assist Federal and civil authorities when called upon in times such as dealing with terrorist or other criminal acts, accidents, and found explosives.

EOD History

It was August 1940. German Luftwaffe aircraft droned over the great English cities of London, Conventry, Birmingham, and Liverpool, dropping bomb after bomb through dark skies. Some bombs detonated instantly, wasting life and property. Others burrowed deep into the earth and waited in silence for the final tick of a clockwork-delay fuze before exploding.  Butterfly and incendiary bomblets tumbled across rooftops, along streets and alleyways, and over docksides.

  Throughout this titanic struggle, however, a unique group of personnel waged a war of its own. This group was the bomb disposal operators of the Royal Navy, Royal Engineers, and the Royal Air Force (RAF). The war they fought was against dud and "armed and functioning" German bombs and submunitions threatening life, military airfields, armament factories, railroad yards, and other wartime strategic facilities and missions.  

  Fifty-four years later, as the number of active EOD members fell far below wartime manning requirements, the reserve EOD program was established.  Its mission is to assist active EOD forces in time of war or peacetime emergencies

EOD Today

The modern EOD Technician isn’t much different than the English Bomb Disposal operators from 1940.  The goal is still to defeat the bomb before it detonates and injures people.  We are however, far better equipped to reach this goal.  Over the years, as ordnance and terrorist’s devices became more sophisticated, EOD has become more technologically advanced.  EOD technicians receive specialized training in robotics, electronics, and equipment unique to the Explosive Ordnance Disposal career.  

  Even with all the advanced training and modern equipment, many EOD techniques have not changed over the years.  Modern technology is not the answer to every dangerous situation.  Sometimes you just have to get dirty and do things the old fashion way.  In short, the EOD career requires highly intelligent individuals, capable of operating state-of-the-art equipment, but still willing to work in the most adverse of conditions.
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Do you have what it takes to be a member of the Air Force or Air Force Reserve Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team?

- Outstanding moral character
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- Commitment to complete an eight-month Technical School.  Reservists are required to complete one year of active duty on-the- job training after graduation.

- High School graduate

- Willingness to have your background extensively investigated.

- Meet the required ASVAB scores

To schedule an interview with EOD fill out the information below and mail to the address on back:

NAME______________________________

ADDRESS__________________________

                ____________________________

PHONE#____________________________

EDUCATION LEVEL_________________

AGE_____HEIGHT/WEIGHT___________

PRIOR SERVICE_____________________

IF SO, LAST RANK__________________
Basic EOD Badge

Senior EOD Badge
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Master EOD Badge
EOD Program Manager
439 CES/CED (EOD Team)

Westover ARB
Chicopee, MA
01022-1825

AIR FORCE RESERVE
Explosive Ordnance Disposal
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Initial Success or Total Failure






